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LFA 2026 Adaptation/Nation 

Conference Program 

Thursday,October1,2026

2:00-5:00 p.m. Registration (Sankey Hall, 3rd Floor) 

2:00-5:00 p.m. Hot and Cold Beverages, Cookies, and Snacks will be served 

2:30 - 3:45 p.m. Session 1 

Panel 1: Elon Scholars on Generic Hybridity (Sankey 308) 

Ashley Hess (Elon University) 
"Breaching Borders: Architectural Illegibility in Annihilation" 

Sophia Sta. Rosa (Elon University) 
"'Truth, Justice, and ... ': An Exploration of Superman as a Cultural Thermometer"

4:00 - 5:15 p.m. Session 2 

Panel 2A: American Discontents (Sankey 314) 

Leah Toth (Valdosta State University): ""I Tell You Things Aren't 

Quite the Same':Jesus' Son and Lost Communities" 

Jack Ryan (Gettysburg College) 

"The Exiles: Displaced in the U.S.A." 

Jeffrey Longacre (University of Tennessee at Martin) 

"America and Its Discontents: Kubrick's American Trilogy" 

Panel 2B: Religious Nationalism (Sankey 308) 

Allen H. Redmon (Texas A&M University-Central Texas) 
"Subversive Hymns in The Testament of Ann Lee: 
Bradstreetian Poetics, Ideological Disorientation, and 
the Nation that Never Was" 

John Sanders (Appalachian State University) 
"No More KINGS: American Monarchy on Obama-Era 
Screens" 

Katherine Nagy (Winthrop University) 
'The Book of Stereotypes: Mormon Adaptations in 
Reality Television" 





Friday, October 2, 2026 (cont.) 

12:00 - 1 :15 p.m. Business Lunch (Sankey Hall, 3 rd Floor) 
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Dining Spaces include the 3rd floor common areas, 302,304,306, 308, and 314 

1:30 - 2:45 p.m. Session 6 

Panel 6A: Nations on the Pagg_ (Sankey 314) 

Craig Smith (Northwestern Polytechnic) 

"Communist Containment and Folkloric Freedoms: The Adaptation of National Legends 

in Ismail Kadare's Albania" 

Claudia Calhoun (Hunter College, City University of New York) 

"'Human Beings in Trouble to Watch': Elia Kazan's and James Baldwin's America(s)" 

Panel 6B: The Bounds of Horror (Sankey 308) 

Alex Elliott (University of Southern Maine) 

"Llantos Liminales: On the Borders of Folklore, Fear, and Identity Formation" 

Hunter Pelt (Florida State University) 

"Final Girl Rehabilitation: Diagnosing and Treating the Reactionary Symptoms of 

Sequelitis" 

Maggie Kelly (Bennett College) 

"Bodies and Borders: Bodily Fluids, Miscegenation, and Cultural Identity in Coogler's 

Sinners" 

2:30-4:30 p.m. Hot and Cold Beverages, Cookies, and Snacks will be available 

3:00 - 4:15 p.m. Session 7 

Panel 7A: Iconic Blondes (Sankey 308) 

Amanda Konkle (Georgia Southern University) 
"Marilyn Monroe, Conspiracy Theories, and American Identity" 

Anna Beth Savage (Western Carolina University) 
"Barbie: From Doll to Cultural Icon: The Evolution of Barbie Through History and 
Media" 

Christina Parker-Flynn (Florida State University) 
"In Ryan Gosling We Trust: Adaptation, Alienation, and Imagined Community in 
Project Hail Mary'' 

Friday, October 2, 2026 (cont.) 

Panel 7B: Comics and Culture 

Hana Vozzo (Monmouth University) 

(Sankey 314) 

"'I can also appreciate pretty things cuz I got a heart!': Reading Chainsaw 

Man as a Post-National Adaptation" 

Rachel M. Hartnett (College of Coastal Georgia) 

"Auteur, Brand, or Character?: Stan Lee as the Adaptive Marvel 

Cinematic Universe" 

Kathleen McClancy (Texas State University) 

"Censoring the Broadcast: American Nostalgia and Televised Gender in 

Wanda Vision" 

4:30 - 5:45 p.m. Session 8 

Panel 8A: Science, Tech, and SP-ectacle (Sankey 308) 

Erica Moulton (University of Wisconsin-Whitewater) 

"'On This Day ... AI Slop': Darren Aronofsky's 'Synthetic' Adaptation of 

American History" 

Kris Rafferty (Florida State University) 

"Tom Stoppard's Rosencrantz & Guildenstern Are Dead (1990): Philosophy­

Physics & Agency" 

Julie Grossman (Le Mayne College) 

"American Dreaming, The Sphere's Wizard of Oz, and Grappling with 

Home (Texts)" 

Panel 8B: Postwar Imaginaries (Sankey 314) 

Sasha Krugman (Independent Scholar) 

"Emir Demiri Keser: The Soldier-Hero and the Adaptive Architecture of 

Turkish National Imagination" 

Thomas Britt (George Mason University) 

"Adaptation and Globalization in Peter Berg's Battleship (2012)" 

Lainie Pomerleau (College of Coastal Georgia) 

"The Once and Future 'Once and Future': Mythopoeic Nationhood and 

Dismembered Identity in Lev Grossman's The Bright Sword" 
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